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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of South Tucson, Arizona, held July 16, 2007.PRIVATE 

Council Present:
Jennifer Eckstrom

                    Pete Tadeo





John Garcia





Miguel Rojas





Idelfonso Green





Paul Diaz

Staff Present:

Ruben Villa, Acting City Manager/Finance 



 
             Director





Dolores Robles, City Clerk





Marilyn Chico, Housing Director





Angel Lopez, Public Works Director





Sharon Hayes, Acting Police Chief





Gerald Porter, Grants Administrator





Larry Anderson, Fire Chief





Ron Wilson, Judge





Patrick Moran, City Attorney

Richard Salaz, Personnel Director/Planning

               and Zoning Director

Guests:


Sgt. Jeff Inorio





Officer Steve Nuñez





Officer Sarah Fentin

Mayor Eckstrom led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Councilman Garcia led the Invocation.

ITEM #04 - ROLL CALL - All members of the Council were present, except for Councilwoman Soltero who was excused.

ITEM #05 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES: REGULAR MEETING JULY 9, 2007 -Motion by Councilman Garcia that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 9, 2007 be approved.  Seconded by Councilman Rojas.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #16 - RESOLUTION NO. 07-36 OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH TUCSON, ARIZONA, APPROVING THE SOUTH TUCSON HOUSING AUTHORITY'S LOW RENT OPERATING BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2008 AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THIS RESOLUTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF SOUTH TUCSON HOUSING DIRECTOR TO SUBMIT SAME TO HUD AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY TO EXIST - Mr. Villa requested this item be tabled as the copies that should be attached are not complete.  Motion by Councilman Rojas to table Item #16.  Seconded by Vice-Mayor Tadeo.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #07 - RESOLUTION NO. 07-37 A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH TUCSON, ARIZONA, FOR THE ADOPTION OF THE TENTATIVE BUDGET OF THE CITY OF SOUTH TUCSON FOR THE 2007-2008 FISCAL YEAR, ADOPTING THE ESTIMATED AMOUNTS REQUIRED TO MEET THE PUBLIC EXPENSES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008, AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF STATEMENTS AND SCHEDULES OF THE TENTATIVE BUDGET - The following is the transcript of Item #07:

Mr. Villa:  Madam Mayor, members of the Council, last week we presented a document that contains revenues and expenditures as proposed for fiscal year 2007-2008 by staff.  We pointed out and highlighted several sections of the document that require attention, and we allowed a week for discussion and questions from the Council.  I did receive questions from the Mayor and Council during the week.  They were all specific to revenues and expenditures, the same topics we discussed last Monday.  There are, as I had mentioned before, the bulk of the expenditures is in the salary line items.  We are recommending adjustments in the Police Department, Public Works, and all the rest of the departments in different percentages.  The 10% for Public Works, 7.5% for Police, and 5% for everybody else.  In the salary budget, I made some changes before the document was presented to you, so all the changes that are required due to changes in, or increases in benefits are captured in this document.  I do not foresee, at this point, any changes whatsoever.  One other item that I'd like to highlight is, in fact, in positions that are vacant, which I will couple with a recommendation.  One of the positions that you will see noted, and let me just point to that page.  That will be page 226.  When developing the budget, it is assumed that the Acting Manager position will, would not remain acting for much longer, due to the fact that the business of Finance needs to continue at a full-time basis.  So I had placed a position, a vacant position for the City Manager and not removed it.  So with that in mind, I'd like to make a recommendation to the full Mayor and Council to appoint a committee of two council members and myself to approve an individual that recently became somewhat available.  This individual is a very-well known, very respectful, very educated and well-qualified individual that can easily assume the responsibility of Manager for the City of South Tucson.  And I have discussed this with him and he seems to be very interested.  And I know that some council members, over the years, have felt comfortable talking to this individual and, in fact, for this whole year that I've been in an acting capacity, I have consulted in a number of issues with, actually two individuals and one of them is the one that's interested.  Mr. Enrique Serna is the individual that I am referring to.  What I'd like to do as quickly as this week, sit down with Enrique and two council members.  And the two that come to mind are Council member Rojas and Council member Diaz, simply because the two council members know Enrique very well.  And I'd like to sit down with him to try to develop some sort of a working relationship with him and see if he is, in fact, interested and bring something back for next week.  As I mentioned, in fact, one of the items that we talked about last week was the financing deal and that's important and it deserves my full attention.  And I think that I have been honored all this year to serve the community in the capacity of Acting Manager.  But it's time to dedicate full-time to Finance.  And it's time to get the real, and a very well qualified individual in here.  So if the Council agrees with me, this week, next week we will bring something back.  Aside from that, there are no other new positions added on to this, except for the Building Inspector, making it a full-time position.  As you know, last year, this is the first time we've had a part-time Building Inspector that is not shared by other functions and we've discovered that there are several areas that deserve a tremendous amount of attention.  So this year, we are recommending a full-time position within the building department and we do have, we had advertised for a replacement for Mac, which he resigned a couple of weeks ago.  We found the right individual.  We interviewed the individual and we had received applications.  We compared the applications.  I'm not sure if he's responded yet.  But if not, we will continue to recruit for somebody of that caliber.  Other than that, everything remains the same.  The total budget that we have presented to you tonight is 18 million dollars.  Let's see, $18,260,133.  And as you all know, if approve tonight, which I hope you do, tonight's the night that we need to approve it, we can move things sideways, downward, we cannot increase from that number when we get to the final.  Which I'm hoping we can get the publication done tomorrow and the next week, which is required by law, and come back on July the 30th to adopt the final.  And two weeks later, adopt the property tax.  And that would conclude this year's budget process.  And with that, if the Council has any questions for me.

Motion by Councilman Rojas that Mayor and Council pass and adopt Resolution No. 07-37 adoption of tentative budget for fiscal year 2007-2008.  Seconded by Councilman Garcia.

Councilman Garcia:  I just wanted to make sure that within that motion there is also the recommended, the recommendations that our Acting City Manager has made also.

Councilman Rojas:  For the committee?

Councilman Garcia:  For the committee, yes.

Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #08 - APPOINTMENT/REAPPOINTMENT OF BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEMBERS - Motion by Councilman Rojas to appoint Luis Pimber to replace Manny Romero; move to appoint Tom Boyle to replace Arlene Lopez; move to reappoint Wayne Goodman; move to reappointment Rudy Miranda; move to appoint Guadalupe Llamas to the Board of Adjustments.  Seconded by Councilman Garcia.  Councilman Diaz abstained from voting.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #09 - APPOINTMENT/REAPPOINTMENT OF MERIT SYSTEM COMMISSION MEMBERS - Motion by Vice-Mayor Tadeo to appoint Paul Alegria to replace Fred Elster; move to appoint Manuel Valencia to replace Carol Noriega; move to appoint Bea Cervantes to replace Arlene Lopez; move to appoint Rudy Miranda and Carmen Olivares to the Merit System Commission.  Seconded by Councilman Rojas.  Councilman Diaz abstained from voting.  Roll call vote:  Councilman Garcia, aye; Councilman Rojas, aye; Vice-Mayor Tadeo, aye; Councilman Green, abstained; Mayor Eckstrom, aye.  Motion passed.

ITEM #10 - APPOINTMENT/REAPPOINTMENT OF PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEMBERS - Motion by Councilman Rojas to reappointment Bob Cooke; reappointment Lalo Baca; reappointment Wayne Goodman; reappointment Rudy Miranda; reappointment Francisco Llamas; appoint Mary Waddell to replace Arlene Lopez; appointment Olivia Ordonez to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Seconded by Councilman Garcia.  Roll call vote:  Councilman Garcia, aye; Councilman Rojas, aye; Mayor Eckstrom, aye; Councilman Diaz, nay; Vice-Mayor Tadeo, aye; Councilman Green, nay.  Motion passed.

ITEM #11 - AUTHORIZATION TO SUBMIT FIVE GRANT REQUEST TO THE TOHONO O'ODHAM NATION FOR FUNDING BY THEIR STATE MANDATED 12% GAMING DISTRIBUTION - Mr. Villa stated that two years ago, staff submitted two requests for funding from the Yaqui tribe, one of which was approved for a new garbage truck.  Last year, staff applied for a grant from the Tohono O'Odham Nation, and subsequently purchased another garbage truck.  This year, every department head listed potential projects they would like to propose and after voting on the projects, the following proposal will be submitted by July 20, 2007 for consideration.  Economic Development Land Acquisition, $250,000; Fire Department Pumper Truck, $285,000; Police Patrol Vehicles, $106,500; Public Works Bobcat Purchase, $67,000; Youth Center Building Repair & Remodeling, $173,000.  The total amount is $881,500.  Mr. Porter stated there are certain areas of priority that the tribe wants addressed and they are education, health care, public safety, child advocacy, economic development, and cultural and environmental development and protection.  Mr. Porter reviewed each project and was available to answer questions from Council.  Motion by Councilman Rojas to authorize and direct City staff to submit applications for the Economic Development Land Acquisition, Fire Department Pumper Truck, Police Patrol Vehicles, Public Works Bobcat Purchase and Youth Center Building Repair & Remodeling proposals to the Tohono O'Odham Nation for funding from their 12% Gaming Revenue Distribution.  Seconded by Councilman Garcia.   Motion passed unanimously. 

ITEM #12 - REPORTS
A.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS - included in the agenda packet and staff was available to answer questions.

Acting Police Chief Hayes introduced Acting Sergeant Jeff Inorio, the Field Training Coordinator.  Acting Sgt. Inorio introduced the newest police officers, Steve Nuñez and Sarah Fentin.

ITEM #13 - CALL TO THE AUDIENCE - No response.

ITEM #14 - ADJOURNMENT - Motion by Councilman Rojas that the Regular Meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Councilman Garcia.  Motion passed unanimously.







 ___________________________






 Jennifer Eckstrom, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Marie Dolores Robles, City Clerk
CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council of South Tucson, Arizona, held on the 16th day of July, 2007.  I further certify the meeting was duly called and a quorum was present.



Dated this         day of                 , 2007.





     __________________________________







Marie Dolores Robles, City Clerk

