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Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of South Tucson, Arizona, held July 30, 2007.PRIVATE 

Council Present:
Jennifer Eckstrom

                   
Pete Tadeo





John Garcia





Miguel Rojas





Paul Diaz





Mary Soltero

Staff Present:

Ruben Villa, Acting City Manager/Finance 



                  Director





Dolores Robles, City Clerk





Richard Salaz, Personnel/Planning & Zoning





Marilyn Chico, Housing Director





Angel Lopez, Public Works Director





Det. Billotte, Police Department





Gerald Porter, Grants Administrator





Larry Anderson, Fire Chief





Ron Wilson, Judge





Patrick Moran, City Attorney

Mayor Eckstrom led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Councilman Garcia led the Invocation.

ITEM #04 - ROLL CALL - All members of the Council were present, except for Councilman Green, who was excused.

ITEM #05 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES: REGULAR MEETING JULY 16, 2007 - Motion by Councilman Garcia to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 16, 2007.  Seconded by Councilman Rojas.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #06 - RESOLUTION NO. 07-36 OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH TUCSON, ARIZONA, APPROVING THE SOUTH TUCSON HOUSING AUTHORITY'S LOW RENT OPERATING BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2008 AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THIS RESOLUTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF SOUTH TUCSON HOUSING DIRECTOR TO SUBMIT SAME TO HUD AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY TO EXIST - Mr. Villa stated every year HUD requires the Housing Authority to provide a separate document for low rent.  He explained that this year's budget is different from past years because it contains three parts: Budget Summary; Budget for AMP 1; and Budget for AMP 2.  HUD mandated that all Public Housing Authorities become a part of the new Asset Management Plan.  The Housing Authority had to break the developments down into AMPS.  AMP 1 is comprised of 25-1 (Colonia Progresso - family section), 25-5 (scattered sites), the housing administrative building and the housing maintenance shop. AMP 2 is comprised of 25-2 (El Senorial), La Tiendita, the laundry room; and 25-3 (Casa de Bernie Sedley).  Mr. Villa stated the numbers in the Housing Authority' document are incorporated in the final budget.  Motion by Councilman Diaz to pass and adopt Resolution No. 07-36 approving the South Tucson Housing Authority's Low Rent Operating Budget for fiscal year ending June 30, 2008 and authorizing the execution of this resolution for the purpose of authorizing the Housing Director to submit same to HUD and declaring an emergency to exist.  Seconded by Vice-Mayor Tadeo.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #07 - PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED BUDGET AND PROPERTY TAX LEVY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2008 - Motion by Vice-Mayor Tadeo to open the public hearing.  Seconded by Councilman Rojas.  Motion passed unanimously.  No response from the public.  Motion by Vice-Mayor Tadeo to close the public hearing.  Seconded by Councilman Rojas.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #08 - RESOLUTION NO. 07-39 ADOPTION OF BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008 - The following is the transcript of Item #08:

Mr. Villa:  Mayor Eckstrom, members of the Council, tonight, Resolution No. 07-39, if approved, will set the financial plan for the City of South Tucson for fiscal year 2007-2008.  Staff has followed the legal steps to bring this document forward.  It contains all the revenue and expenditures that are accounted for as of today, and staff is recommending approval.  The document that you see before you tonight, now that it's bound and printed, has a very slight change from the previous document that we saw in the tentative budget.  And it relates to development services.  We've modified, within the same limit, it didn't change the limit, but we just changed contracts to salary so we will now be able to hire a full-time building official, rather than having a part-time position.  It give the Manager the option to be able to hire a full-time or part-time, and not be locked in a part-time position. It also adjusts the property tax according to the new worksheet that I just want to pause here and mention very briefly for the record because we did have a public hearing earlier.  And we will have to come back on the 13th and adopt the property tax rate.  So for the record, I'd like to talk very briefly on that topic.  Just for the Council's information, the total valuation, assessed valuation for the City of South Tucson for fiscal year '07-'08 has been calculated at $20,444,000.  That is 1.4 million dollars over from last year's assessed value.  These numbers are provided by the Assessor's Office.  The City of South Tucson staff has nothing to do with these numbers.  But we use these numbers to determine how much money we can raise in property taxes.  The overall, since 2001 property has raised in value 7.2 million dollars.  But yet, we have been able to successfully produce to the, or present to the Council, a levy that lessens the impact to the residents.  So the net effect of what we've done is only $3,000 over last year's assessed levy.  The levy amount for this year is $46,166 and that's it.  What that means to each resident is a rate of .2258 per hundred dollars of valuation.  So really, what we've done, although property values have risen, we've lowered the rate in the assessment so the impact, the residents may see a slight increase in property tax payments, but it's not a result of our rate.  It's valuation.  So all in all, when we finalize this, we have, we are collecting $7,600 more than we were seven years ago, which is very good.  The other thing that I need to say is that the City of South Tucson does not have a secondary property tax.  Secondary property taxes are used to fund debt service.  We may eventually have to consider that as all of the options to be looked at for our financing options, one of which we've already talked about several meetings ago.  But just for the Council's knowledge, we do not have secondary property tax.  Next Monday, the 13th, we'll come back with a resolution, an ordinance actually, that will set the rate of .2258 and $46,166 as the levy amount.  And with that, the whole budget process will conclude and we will continue with our annual operation.  The document is in front of you.  If you have any questions, you can either do them today or throughout the fiscal year.

Motion by Councilman Rojas that Mayor and Council convene into Special Meeting.  Seconded by Vice-Mayor Tadeo.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Motion by Councilman Rojas to pass and adopt Resolution No. 07-39, adoption of the budget for fiscal year 2007-2008.  Seconded by Vice-Mayor Tadeo.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Councilman Garcia that the Special Meeting be adjourned and reconvene to Special Council Meeting.  Seconded by Councilman Rojas.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #09 - REPORTS

A. COURT COUNCIL REPORT ADDENDUM

Det. Billotte introduced Officer Abel Samano, the newest member of the police department.

Judge Wilson stated he was contacted by KUAT of the University of Arizona.  They are doing a piece on the correlation between education rates and incarceration, and they've asked if they can come in tomorrow to speak with him, the prosecutor, and defense attorney, regarding programs available at South Tucson to defendants who have not received a high school diploma, or who may have other educational deficiencies.

Mayor Eckstrom asked if there was any news on how the storm affected the City.  Mr. Villa stated there were similar flooding issues as last year and he is working with department heads to determine if there is anything that can be done right now to prevent another incident.  He stated there have been no reports of major incidents or damage.

Mr. Lopez stated that damage from storms has been mostly fallen branches and signs that have been knocked over.

Chief Anderson stated there are some deficiencies that will have to be addressed in the near future in regards to utilizing an incident command system and terminology, and making sure that all departments integrate into one system.  Chief Anderson stated that although all departments work well with each other on a day-to-day basis, but when different agencies or departments are unified, sometimes there are territorial issues.  He stated it is important for policy makers to see where they fit in the overall plan and command system.  He informed the Council there is specialized training designed specifically for policy makers.  Chief Anderson stated there were some issues that occurred on Saturday where dialogue was barely exchanged, and assumptions made that the Fire Chief was taking over when he really wasn't.  He referenced the Housing Authority's residents being without power.  Chief Anderson stated it is important to look at the big picture to address concerns and perhaps reassign resources or assets.  He stated the City's emergency plan put together two years ago under Mr. Castro is an excellent plan.  Chief Anderson stated with the Mayor being appointed to the RAC (Regional Advisory Council) would be a good opportunity to involve the community.  Mayor Eckstrom asked how long the residents were without power, to which Chief Anderson responded about twenty minutes.  He explained the power was out throughout the City, but particularly, some of the units do not have emergency back-up lights or generators.  Many elderly residents in those facilities were in total darkness.  Police officers were directing traffic where the traffic lights had gone out.

Councilman Garcia commended staff for their work and effort during the storms.

Mayor Eckstrom stated Chief Anderson has a good point and it is time to get the residents involved in some kind of training for when there is loss of power.

ITEM #10 - CALL TO THE AUDIENCE - No response.

ITEM #11 - ADJOURNMENT - Motion by Councilman Rojas that the Special Meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Vice-Mayor Tadeo.  Motion passed unanimously.







____________________________






Jennifer Eckstrom, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Marie Dolores Robles, City Clerk
CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Special Meeting of the City Council of South Tucson, Arizona, held on the 30th day of July, 2007.  I further certify the meeting was duly called and a quorum was present.



Dated this         day of                 , 2007.





  
________________________________







Marie Dolores Robles, City Clerk

