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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of South Tucson, Arizona, held October 15, 2007.PRIVATE 

Council Present:
Jennifer Eckstrom

             
Pete Tadeo





John Garcia





Miguel Rojas





Paul Diaz





Idelfonso Green





Mary Soltero

Staff Present:

Enrique Serna, City Manager





Ruben Villa, Finance Director





Dolores Robles, City Clerk





Richard Salaz, Personnel/Planning & Zoning





Marilyn Chico, Housing Director





Angel Lopez, Public Works Director





Dan Snyder, Acting Police Chief





Sgt. Ed Cajas, Police Department





Gerald Porter, Grants Administrator





Larry Anderson, Fire Chief





Ron Wilson, Judge





Patrick Moran, City Attorney

Guests:


Richard Fimbres, Director, Governor's Office of Highway Safety

Terry Rutan, Program Coordinator, Governor’s Office of Highway Safety

Elda Lorena Cazares-Gongora, Liquor License Applicant

Mayor Eckstrom led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Councilman Garcia led the Invocation.

ITEM #04 - ROLL CALL - All members of the Council were present.

ITEM #05 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES: REGULAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 24, 2007 - Motion by Councilman Garcia to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 24, 2007.  Seconded by Vice-Mayor Tadeo.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #06 - PRESENTATION OF KEYS TO MAYOR AND COUNCIL FROM THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF HIGHWAY SAFETY DIRECTOR RICHARD FIMBRES FOR THE POLICE MOTORCYCLE RECEIVED THROUGH A GRANT FROM THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE - Mr. Serna introduced Mr. Richard Fimbres, Director, Governor's Office of Highway Safety.  Mr. Fimbres addressed the Mayor and Council and stated it is important for the City of South Tucson's Police Department to be properly equipped to better serve the community and be more accessible.  A $25,000 grant, in the form of a fully equipped motorcycle, was awarded to the police department.  Mr. Rutan presented the motorcycle keys to Mayor Eckstrom.  Mr. Fimbres stated he would like to publicly thank the City of South Tucson, the police department, fire department, etc. for the many projects on which they have worked together, such as Pasa Las Llaves, a unique program for the State of Arizona. 

ITEM #07 - LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION NEW LICENSE SERIES #12; ELDA LORENA CAZARES-GONGORA, APPLICANT/AGENT; LOS PORTALES, LLC; 2615 SOUTH 6TH AVENUE - Mr. Serna informed Mayor and Council of a new liquor license application.  Elda Lorena Cazares-Gongora is seeking a positive recommendation for a Series 12 liquor license. The posting requirements have been met and the City Clerk's office did not receive any communication (positive or negative) regarding the liquor license application.  A notice was sent to property owners located with 300 feet radius of the liquor license location.  The police department has put together a memorandum regarding criminal history and police calls for the past year.  The business was previously Las Cazuelitas.  Mr. Serna stated he met Elda's husband, who gave him information on what the intentions are for the business.  Mr. Serna stated Elda and her husband have progressive ideas about what to do with the establishment.  Mr. Serna stated that although the criminal history memorandum states police responded to the location ten times in the past year, five calls were unfounded; there was one DUI arrest; and a larceny and an auto theft call while the business was Las Cazuelitas.  Mr. Serna stated there is nothing very hurtful to the application in terms of any kind of omissions by the previous owners at this location.  Mr. Serna stated the family is investing a lot of money in the establishment, and staff is recommending a positive recommendation be forwarded to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and Control.  Motion by Councilman Rojas that Mayor and Council forward a positive recommendation to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses and Control on the liquor license application series #12 for Los Portales, LLC.  Seconded by Councilman Garcia.  Councilman Rojas referred to page 7 where businesses and educational institutions in a one-mile radius are listed, and stated Ochoa Elementary School is not listed.  Mr. Serna stated he will figure out how the list was put together, why the school was omitted, and would make sure all the entities are included.  Councilwoman Soltero stated she is not very familiar with the liquor license applications and asked why there are so many listed.  Mr. Serna responded those are the restaurant establishments in the community that have a liquor license associated with them, including the markets.  Councilman Diaz asked Mr. Serna if he has met with the owner/applicant with respect to the Council's desire of maintaining good business association with the City, and in keeping up with a good business atmosphere on South 6th Avenue.  Mr. Serna stated he had a long, extended conversation with the owner, who has ideas as to how he can make his restaurant more competitive with other restaurants, thereby encouraging them to get involved in working on a South Tucson activity.  Mr. Serna stated it will take some time to put the ideas together, but he likes the ideas being generated by the owner/applicant.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #08 - RESOLUTION NO. 07-48 OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH TUCSON, ARIZONA, APPROVING THE SOUTH TUCSON HOUSING AUTHORITY'S NEW FAIR MARKET RENTS (FMR) FOR THE LOW RENT FLAT RATE AND THE SECTION 8 PAYMENT STANDARDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008 - Mr. Serna informed Mayor and Council that HUD publishes the Fair Market Rents in the Federal Register annually.  Housing Authorities are required to adopt the FMRs ad use them as flat rates for their Low Rent Programs and the Payment Standard for their Section 8 Programs.  Motion by Councilman Diaz that Mayor and Council pass and adopt Resolution No. 07-48 approving the new Fair Market Rents for fiscal year 2008 and declare an emergency to exist.  Seconded by Councilman Green.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #09 - REPORTS
A.
CITY MANAGER REPORT - Mr. Serna stated there is closure on the Arizona Excise Tax Revenue Obligation Bonds.  In regards to the Home Repair/Home Replacement program, one big area of focus with staff is to show accountability and to begin to document everything that has been done in their particular subject area.  Mr. Serna explained there has not been anything put together to demonstrate to Mayor and Council exactly how many residents received assistance, what kind of assistance was received, how long it took, etc.  Mr. Serna has given specific directions as to how he wants the report to appear which shows the program years for which funding was received, how long it took to expend funds, how many applicants from the community received assistance, and what kind of assistance was received.  Mr. Serna stated he has met with Sgt. Cajas, South Tucson Police Officers Association Vice-President, who was appointed the designated person meeting with the City Manager, in compliance with Proposition 400 stipulations.  Mr. Serna stated he is impressed with the police department and he has high expectations that Meet and Confer relationship will be a good one.  Mr. Serna stated in regards to the new Vehicle Impoundment Law, he has met with Acting Chief Hayes to present him with procedures that will be followed by law enforcement personnel.  In addition, Mr. Serna will expedite a newsletter to the community, giving advance notice about the conditions under which a vehicle may be impounded.  The Public Works Department and the Police Department have documented a resurgence of graffiti activity throughout the community.  Mr. Serna received a list of all the places, which have been tagged, and he expects that not only will the graffiti be painted over quickly, but that the people who are responsible for the graffiti will be caught.  In response to Mayor Eckstrom's statement that there has been graffiti near 10th Avenue and 22nd Street, Mr. Serna stated he will ask for an addendum to follow-up and see if there is coordination between the Tucson Police Department and the South Tucson Police Department.  Mr. Serna stated he has been hearing complaints about prostitution and stated he is working in collaboration with the police department, the Court, the City Attorney's Office and the police department in identifying new and corrective measures. 


Councilman Rojas asked if the police department now has two motorcycles or one.  Mr. Serna responded there is one motorcycle.

ITEM #10 - CALL TO THE AUDIENCE - Sgt. Cajas, introduced the South Tucson Explorers Post #317.  He explained the group attended an Explorers competition recently in Denver, Colorado, and finished 2nd in the medal draw and placed in every competition.  Sgt. Cajas stated the group competed in Hawaii two years ago and received 1st place at that competition, with fifty posts competing.  Sgt. Cajas stated that although the South Tucson Explorers is a small post, they are very good, very active, and they have earned the community's respect.  The post is very active in community service and is currently fundraising in order to visit the nation's capitol.  Mayor Eckstrom thanked the members of the South Tucson Explorers for their help with the fiesta in August.  Mr. Serna stated the group does a great job and hopefully they can assist with the Gem and Mineral Show in the near future.  In response to Mr. Serna's question about which areas of competition the group has earned medals for, Sgt. Cajas stated there are many activities such as basic police investigation; community resource events; burglary in progress, unknown problems; accident investigations, etc.  Sgt. Cajas stated the emphasis is not on winning trophies, but on building character, and building strong, confident young men and women that are representative of the community.

ITEM #11 - ADJOURNMENT - Motion by Councilman Rojas that the Regular Meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Councilman Garcia.  Motion passed unanimously.







 ___________________________






 Jennifer Eckstrom, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Marie Dolores Robles, City Clerk
CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council of South Tucson, Arizona, held on the 15th day of October, 2007.  I further certify the meeting was duly called and a quorum was present.



Dated this         day of                 , 2007.






_________________________________







Marie Dolores Robles, City Clerk

