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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of South Tucson, Arizona, held December 10, 2007.PRIVATE 

Council Present:
Pete Tadeo





John Garcia





Paul Diaz





Mary Soltero





Idelfonso Green





Miguel Rojas

Staff Present:

Enrique Serna, City Manager





Ruben Villa, Finance Director





Denise Valencia, Administrative Clerk





Richard Salaz, Personnel/Planning & Zoning





Walker Smith, Planner





Marilyn Chico, Housing Director





Angel Lopez, Public Works Director





Sharon Hayes, Acting Police Chief





Gerald Porter, Grants Administrator





Ron Wilson, Judge





Hector Figueroa, City Attorney

Guests:


Don Russell





Christopher Gaylord, Basha's

Vice-Mayor Tadeo led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Councilman Garcia led the Invocation.

ITEM #04 - ROLL CALL - All members of the Council were present, except for Mayor Eckstrom who was excused.

ITEM #05 - APPROVAL OF MINUTES: REGULAR MEETING NOVEMBER 19, 2007 -Motion by Councilman Garcia to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 19, 2007.  Seconded by Councilwoman Soltero.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #06 - REZONING CASE NO. 07-007 - Mr. Don Russell is requesting to rezone his property from SR-1 to SR-2.  Mr. Russell proposes to construct one residential duplex for rental.  The rezoning request has been duly processed in accordance with Chapter 24, Article II, and Division 2 of the South Tucson City Code.  No written or telephonic inquiries were received regarding the rezoning request.  The Planning and Zoning Commission voted unanimously to approve the rezoning request.  Motion by Councilman Rojas to approve the request to rezone Lot 16 Block 4 of Home Subdivision from SR-1 to SR-2 subject to standard and special conditions.  Seconded by Councilman Garcia.  Councilman Rojas asked Mr. Russell if he has other property in South Tucson.  Mr. Russell stated he owns a 4-plex at 136 West 27th Street.  Councilman Rojas asked Mr. Russell if he is familiar with Arizona Revised Statutes on rentals and prostitution and drugs.  Mr. Russell stated he is familiar with the statutes and he has a strict lease.  He stated he has twenty rentals around the Tucson area and he rents mostly to families in the Section 8 program.  Councilman Garcia stated he is concerned about a rental on South 10th, which has a tin fence rather than a chain link fence, and hopes Mr. Russell is not using tin fences.  Mr. Russell stated he uses cedar dog-ear 1 x 6 wood for fencing.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #07 - LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION LOCATION TRANSFER, LICENSE SERIES #09; BASHA'S, INC. DBA FOOD CITY #77, APPLICANT/AGENT MICHAEL JOSEPH BASHA; 2950 SOUTH 6TH AVENUE - Basha's, Inc. dba Food City #77, Michael Joseph Basha, liquor license agent/applicant for Food City #77, is seeking a positive recommendation for a Series #09 location transfer liquor license. The posting requirements have been met and no communication (positive or negative) was received regarding this application.  The police department has prepared a memorandum regarding criminal history and police calls for the past year related to the location.  A notice was also sent to property owners located with 300 feet radius of the liquor license location.  This liquor license is being transferred from another Food City location.  The current liquor license at Food City #77 will then be inactive.  Mr. Gaylord, Basha's representative, addressed Mayor and Council. He provided an explanation of liquor license transfers between stores, cost of licenses, new stores, etc.  Councilwoman Soltero asked about the liquor license at the Basha's at Ajo and Mission. Mr. Gaylord explained the process of transferring that license to the Garrett's store.  Councilwoman Soltero expressed concern about homeless people purchasing liquor at the store and drinking in nearby neighborhoods.  Mr. Gaylord stated Basha's has the same concerns and they talk with and work with people in the neighborhoods.  He provided examples of types of liquor that are not sold in certain stores throughout the state because of neighborhood input.  Mr. Serna stated the police report provides statistics on the types of calls the police officers respond to at Food City.  Basha's hires off-duty South Tucson police officers to provide security at the Food City store.  Motion by Councilman Rojas that Mayor and Council forward a positive recommendation to the Arizona Department of Liquor License and Control on the transfer location liquor license application series #09 for Food City #77.  Seconded by Councilman Garcia.  Councilman Diaz pointed out that the application lists Richard Rodriguez as the person who took the training class and asked if he is the person who provides training for the employees.  Mr. Gaylord replied yes, and explained that all managers go through the training.  Mr. Gaylord stated all spirits and hard liquors are locked in front of the store by the registers.  Councilman Green asked whether the store plans to expand the spirits section to which Mr. Gaylord replied no liquor expansion is planned.  Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #08 - REPORTS
Mr. Serna stated the Optimist Club is currently active with the Ernie Mejia Shoe Fund to provide shoes for local school children.  

The City will be receiving toys from the Gospel Mission for distribution by the police department to needy children in the schools and safe havens.

Mr. Serna informed the Council about the roof issues (mold, etc.) in the Administration Department and Fire Department.  After evaluating the damage, Staff will provide Council with a formal evaluation.

ITEM #09 - CALL TO THE AUDIENCE - No response.

ITEM #10 - ADJOURNMENT - Motion by Councilman Garcia that the Regular Meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Councilman Rojas.  Motion passed unanimously.







 ___________________________






 Jennifer Eckstrom, Mayor

ATTEST:

__________________________________

Marie Dolores Robles, City Clerk
CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the City Council of South Tucson, Arizona, held on the 10th day of December, 2007.  I further certify the meeting was duly called and a quorum was present.



Dated this         day of                 , 2007.




          ___________________________________







Marie Dolores Robles, City Clerk

