
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of South Tucson, Arizona, held 
Monday, September 21, 2015, at 6:00 p.m. at the City of South Tucson Council Chambers, 1601 
South 6th Avenue, South Tucson, Arizona. 
 
Council Present:  Miguel Rojas 
    Oscar Patino 
    Idelfonso Green 
    Robert Larribas 

Herman Lopez 
    Anita Romero 
     
Staff Present:  Veronica Moreno, Interim City Manager 
    Lourdes Aguirre, Finance Director 

Marilyn Chico, Housing Director 
David Carranza, Economic Development 
Ed Matchett, City Attorney 
Rey Alvarez, Fire Chief 
Cory Lakosky, Fire Dept. 
 

 
Mayor Rojas called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Councilman Lopez led the 
Invocation. 
 
 
ITEM #04 – ROLL CALL – All members of the Council were present, except for Councilwoman 
Mendoza, who was excused. 
 
 
ITEM #05 – CALL TO THE AUDIENCE  
 
Mr. Matus:  Buenas tardes, Mayor and Council.  I just wanted to come before you and invite you to 
our event that we’re going to be having on October the 12th for recognition and celebration of 
Indigenous Day, Peoples’ Indigenous Day event.  And I invite all of you to join us that evening.  We’re 
going to have some activities at 225 East 26th Street.  And join us for dinner, we’re going to have 
some food.  And I want to also thank you for reviewing and considering the Proclamation for 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day.  So basically, that’s all I wanted to let you know.  Muchas gracias. 
 
Mayor Rojas: Excuse me, what’s the time?  We got the date.  What time? 
 
Mr. Matus:  It will be on the 12th of October, Monday.  And it will start from 6 o’clock to 9 o’clock. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Thank you. 
 
(Audience in background):  5 o’clock. 
 
Mr. Matus:  Oh, 5 o’clock.  Okay.  Thank you. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  I’m sorry, what was the location? 
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Mayor Rojas:  225 East 26th. 
 
Councilman Green:  The old Stardust. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Thank you very much, Mr. Matus.  The next gentleman is Mr.  Rudy Miranda. 
 
Mr. Miranda:  My name is Rudy Miranda.  I live at 1560 South 8th Avenue.  What I’ve come to talk to 
you about today is, is there any way that I could get a private container for my garbage? 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Okay.  We would have to discuss that with the City Manager (inaudible) what a private 
container is. 
 
Mr. Miranda:  Oh, it’s up to you guys, isn’t it?  ‘Cause there’s a few families around there that are 
willing to go in with me to get a private container, whether it’s from, the cheapest one, if it’s Saguaro 
Waste Management, or (inaudible), or whatever.   
 
Mayor Rojas:  Mr. Councilman. 
 
Mr. Matchett:  So you can address the Council and they can direct somebody to talk to you, but they 
can’t really have a discussion … 
 
Mayor Rojas:  No. 
 
Mr. Matchett:  … of this at this time because it’s not on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Miranda:  Who can help me out at this time? 
 
Mayor Rojas:  At this time, … 
 
Mr. Matchett:  Well, … 
 
Mayor Rojas:  … nobody. 
 
Mr. Matchett:  … you made your views known.  And they can suggest that you talk to somebody here 
at the City and see what’s feasible. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Yeah. 
 
Mr. Miranda:  Well, who do you guys suggest I talk to? 
 
Councilman Green:  The young lady behind you. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  It will be the … 
 
Ms. Moreno:  I will … 
 
Mayor Rojas:  … City Manager. 
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Ms. Moreno:  … talk, yes, I’ll talk to you.  I have, I just need to get your phone number and I’ll give 
you a call.  Okay.  Thank you. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Okay.  Thank you.  Any other individuals want to call or come before the City Council?  
If not, then we’ll go to Item #06. 
 
 
ITEM #06 – APPROVAL OF MINUTES: REGULAR MEETING, JUNE 22, 2015; REGULAR 
MEETING, AUGUST 10, 2015; REGULAR MEETING, AUGUST 17, 2015; REGULAR MEETING, 
AUGUST 24, 2015; SPECIAL MEETING, AUGUST 31, 2015 
 
Councilman Green:  Mr. Mayor, is there any way that we can set these off for the next meeting 
because I did not get a chance to review them because I was out of town. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Did you want to table this for next meeting? 
 
Councilman Green:  If we could, please. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  I’ll entertain that, I’ll entertain your table. 
 
Councilman Green:  Is there a possibility that we could table it till next meeting? 
 
Mayor Rojas:  You can table this item until next meeting. 
 
Councilman Green:  Yes. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Go ahead, give me a motion. 
 
Motion by Councilman Green to table this item until the next meeting so that the Council can review 
and make a proper decision.  Seconded by Councilman Larribas.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
ITEM #07 – RESOLUTION NO. 15-44 OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
TUCSON, ARIZONA, APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF TUCSON, ARIZONA, AND THE CITY OF SOUTH TUCSON, ARIZONA, 
ON BEHALF OF THEIR RESPECTIVE POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PROVIDING AND RECEIVING COMMUNICATION SERVICES AS ENUMERATED IN THE IGA 
 
Mayor Rojas:  What are your wishes on Item #07? 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Would you like for me to? 
 
Mayor Rojas:  City Manager. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  The item before you is Resolution No. 15-44, which is a resolution of the Mayor and 
Council of the City of South Tucson, adopting the Intergovernmental Agreement between City of 
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Tucson and the City of South Tucson on behalf of their respective police and fire departments for the 
purpose of providing and receiving communication services as enumerated in the IGA you have in 
front of you.  So as a summary, and what’s taking place in this resolution, over the last 5 years, the 
City of South Tucson Police Department had received dispatch and communication services from the 
City of Tucson.  The agreement now needs to be renewed and the added service for the City of South 
Tucson Fire Department has also been added.  The service fee for South Tucson Police Department 
during this period has been $100,000 per year.  Adding the service for the Fire Department calls will 
increase an additional amount of $30,000, making it a total of $130,000, which has already been 
accounted for in this year’s budget.  The computer equipment required for the Fire Department’s 
transition is approximately $13,000, which is covered by the CDBG grant.  So staff recommends that 
Mayor and Council approve this.  It’s already gone to the City of Tucson and they’ve approved it.  
Thank you. 
 
Councilman Green:  So, question for the City Manager.  So that means that Rural Metro is not going 
to be dispatching? 
 
Ms. Moreno:  I’ll direct questions to the Fire Chief. 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay 
 
Chief Alvarez:  No, Rural Metro has merged with another company, AMR, so in lieu of that, we were 
getting dispatched for free from Rural Metro.  But we never, we just had a handshake agreement. 
 
Councilman Green:  Right. 
 
Chief Alvarez:  So, at any time, they could say, “We’re not going to dispatch for you.”  So we would be 
in a world of hurt.  So by Rural Metro and AMR getting together, we were kind of scared that AMR … 
 
Councilman Green:  Right. 
 
Chief Alvarez:  … (inaudible) would say, “We’re not going to do it for you,” so … 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay. 
 
Chief Alvarez:  … it was a prime opportunity for us to conglomerate with Tucson Fire. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Thank you. 
 
Councilman Green:  One more question, Chief.  So does that mean that Rural Metro is not parking 
their vehicle here or, … 
 
Chief Alvarez:  No, … 
 
Councilman Green:  … they used to. 
 
Chief Alvarez:  They won’t be in the facilities at all. 
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Councilman Green:  Any more, okay. 
 
Chief Alvarez:  Yeah, we don’t have anything to do with Rural Metro, other than them transporting our 
(inaudible). 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay.  Alright.  Thank you. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Any other questions? 
 
Councilman Lopez:  Just to understand, this is a 5-year contract? 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Yes, it is.  Five years. 
 
Motion by Councilman Green to pass Resolution No. 15-44 as written.  Seconded by Vice-Mayor 
Patino.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
ITEM #08 – RESOLUTION NO. 15-45 OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
TUCSON, ARIZONA, APPROVING THE SOUTH TUCSON HOUSING AUTHORITY‘S WRITE-OFF 
OF UNCOLLECTIBLE DEBTS AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF THIS RESOLUTION FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF SOUTH TUCSON HOUSING AUTHORITY 
DIRECTOR TO SUBMIT SAME TO HUD AND ITS FEE ACCOUNTANT AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY TO EXIST 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Mayor, members of the Council, from (inaudible) the Housing Director will come before 
the Council to request a write-off for uncollectible debts.  In this case, the total is $1,756.56.  Provided 
in your item here is a breakdown of this total, which provides you with that information.  If you have 
any questions, the Housing Director is here to answer them. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Any questions to Ms. Chico, the Housing Director? 
 
Councilman Lopez:  Mr. Mayor, yeah, there’s differences of quantity here on the last, on your 
spreadsheet you have 50 cents and then on this IGA, you have 60 cents. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Okay.  We’ll make the correction. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Okay. 
 
Councilman Lopez:  So the, your real figure is it 50 cents or is it 60 cents? 
 
Ms. Moreno:  It’s 50 cents.  Thank you for catching that. 
 
Councilman Lopez:  Thank you. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Correction being noted.  Any other comments, any other questions? 
 
(No questions or comments from the Council) 
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Motion by Councilman Green to pass Resolution No. 15-45 as written.  Seconded by Vice-Mayor 
Patino.   
 
Councilman Green:  With correction. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Yes, with correction. 
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
ITEM #09 – PIMA COUNTY LIBRARY LEASE 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Thank you, Mayor and members of the Council.  The subject of this item is the Pima 
County Library Lease and this is an update discussion and direction from the Council to staff on how 
to proceed on the option that we’re going to go over with you.  So, I’ll go ahead and have the Finance 
Director brief you on the numbers.  But just in short, if you recall the former Manager, Mr. Benny 
Young, spoke to all of you during a Study Session and he met with Pima County to discuss a possible 
rate increase for the lease of the Sam Lena Library.  Since then, Pima County has granted the City’s 
request and sought an appraisal for both market value and market rent.  I’ll go ahead and refer to the 
Finance Director so she can go over those numbers with you and provide you the options before you 
to provide direction to staff to move forward. 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Mr. Mayor and members of the Council, as you have probably already read in the 
summary, the numbers that came back from that appraisal were as follows: For market rent, as is, 
$63,357 per year for a lease.  The building in which the Sam Lena library is currently housed, does 
require roof repairs and other repairs to the building, amounting to $65,000.  So they would probably 
offset that.  This year, we would not see an increase in rent monies.  The other option is selling the 
property to them, in which they absorb completely the responsibility of performing all of those repairs 
on their own.  And the cost that they would then transfer, or the price that they would then pay to us is 
$450,000.  However, in lieu of a cash payment, what they have come to us and offered is to apply 
that money towards existing debt.  City Manager and myself have gone back with a proposal.  We 
currently have about $40,000 sitting on our books in debt for Animal Control and current jail fees from 
fiscal year ’15.  So we would like to apply some of that money towards that $40,000.  We would also 
like for them to apply an additional $213,000 towards the first year payment of the jail agreement and 
the second year payment.  So that would cover this year and next.  It would provide some relief that 
way as well.  And the remainder, $198,000 to be applied in current year towards Animal Control and 
current incarceration fees.  So that’s the sum of the $450,000 and how we propose they be applied.  
We also went a little further and in thinking ahead, we figured let’s sit down and talk to them about 
possibly refinancing our existing jail bill which is debt that has accumulated over the years.  That 
amount is sitting on their books right now at about $900,000.  The first payment would be due to them 
this year at $106,000.  But with this arrangement, what we propose, the first and second year would 
be covered.  And then we’d ask that they resume with a payment schedule or rearrangement of that 
in the year 2017 and over 20 years, so the payment is at a modest $45,000, which is something that 
we can surely meet versus $106,000 a year.  
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Councilman Green:  Mr. Mayor, I have a question.  Okay.  So let’s say we do accept that, okay, the 
money that’s being put on that, you know, that they’re taking off the sale of the library and adding 
onto, let’s say, the existing jail bill or the 90 something thousand that you mentioned.  But are you 
saying that the City will stop paying completely on that bill? 
 
Vice-Mayor Patino:  Two years. 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay.  Why don’t we reduce and pay accordingly, the $45,000, or whatever, you 
know, right now, you know, or, ‘cause then you’re making payments.  That’s what I’m saying.  You 
know, why stop?  Because in two years from now, I believe that we’ll be in the same situation that we 
are now and nothing else to put up on the market.  Do you understand the question or do you want 
me to? 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Yes.  Mayor, Mr. Green, I do understand the question.  However, in looking at our cash 
flow, at our condition, for the last year, year and a half, I believe that we could make the $45,000 
payment a year.  I think that’s a very manageable amount. 
 
Councilman Green:  Which would, in essence, reduce the overall cost, in other words, you’re not 
paying the interest.  You’re going to be paying the actual principal on it. 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  It’s going to be split.  There’s actually an amortization schedule on the last page of the 
summary. 
 
Councilman Green:  Yeah, but if you pay for two years up front. 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Right.  You reduce it. 
 
Councilman Green:  Yeah, then you pay $45,000, that’s $80,000 that you reduced it over with that, 
then you’re paying the principal without interest.  Am I correct? 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  That is correct. 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay.  So. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  I think altogether what we’re excluding is the whole arrangement behind the offer from 
the County, which is where the appraisal of the building is $450,000. 
 
Councilman Green:  Right. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  So they offered to buy it straight out. 
 
Councilman Green:  Right. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Not in cash, but as in credit. 
 
Councilman Green:  Yeah. 
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Ms. Moreno:  So those $450,000 will be applied to a portion of what we owe them in Pima County 
Animal Control, then the (inaudible) would be paid to the jail debt. 
 
Councilman Green:  Right. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  The current arrangement is asking for $100,000 due October 15th.  The City does not 
have the capacity to make that payment come October 15th.  The arrangement that the County has 
offered right now is with the appraisal of four-fifty, you know, goes towards Pima County Animal 
Control.  The difference goes towards 2015, $108,000, I believe. Then the difference 2016.  So 
requested is that the difference, moving forward, we request a new IGA with a new contract … 
 
Councilman Green:  For twenty years. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  … for twenty years.  Rather than going back to ten years at $100,000, it’ll go to a span 
of twenty years, which is more affordable for the City at $45,000.  And we actually offered twenty year 
payment plan and a fifteen year payment plan, and a ten year.  Of course, we favor the twenty year 
because the payments would be less and the term would be longer.  The total cost of interest in that 
period was, I believe, what was the amount? 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  About $60,000 in interest over the course of twenty years. 
 
Vice-Mayor Patino:  Thirty thousand a year. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  That’s not bad.  That’s a deal. 
 
Councilman Green:  No, it’s, no, and I, I see what you’re saying, but what I’m saying is that, you 
know, I just, I’m worried about the money that we’re paying right now, that we have, that we’re 
supposed to be paying, okay, we go enter into this deal.  That’s going to free up some of the money.  
You know, instead of paying, making $100,000 bill at the end, or note at the end of the year, or in 
October, then we would be able to pay, have the same agreement that they reached, plus the City 
kick in $45,000 instead of the $100,000. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Right. 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay.  That way we reduce whatever we owe, pay $45,000.  If we do the same, 
which is, should not have any interest attached to it because you’re paying strictly on principal.  
Because on the two hundred, or on the ’15, ’16 calendar year, that’s interest that you’ve already paid 
in the money that they’ve already assessed, you know, from the sale of the property.  Am I correct? 
  
Ms. Aguirre:  Yes.  Mayor and Mr. Green, interest began to accrue and so what we would be paying 
this October would already have some interest included in there. 
 
Councilman Green:  No, and I understand that and that’s going through the monies if we decide to 
sell the property. 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  No, this is on our current agreement on the jail debt. 
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Councilman Green:  Right.  But what I’m saying is that if we do give ‘em the property, some of that 
money from the jail bill right now it’s supposed to, or from the sale of that, it’s supposed to go to the 
jail bill, right?  Is that what you’re saying? 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Yes, that’s what we’ve …  
 
Councilman Green:  For … 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  … (inaudible). 
 
Councilman Green:  … FY15. 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Correct. 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay.  So the calen-, so the interest will be paid through that money.  Okay.  So 
if we did nothing, paid ‘em nothing, we’re good for ’15, ’16, ’17, right?  Or ’15, ’16? 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Right. 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay.  I’m saying add the fifteen, or $45,000 instead of the $100,000.  We 
reduce the overall loan agreement.  You know, which it’s like I’m, I pay advance on my house.  I don’t 
pay, you know, if I pay the monthly mortgage and I pay another mortgage on top of that, that’s free 
and clear.  I don’t pay interest on this money.  
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Mr. Green, to see if I’m following you correctly, would you be proposing that instead of 
applying $45,000 to current existing debt, we apply it towards the jail agreement which would have 
been for the ’17, fiscal year ’17 first payment? 
 
Councilman Green:  No. 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Pay it now? 
 
Councilman Green:  I’m saying pay it early. 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Pay it now? 
 
Councilman Green:  Yeah, pay it now.  That way if you have, what’s the total bill? 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Total debt … 
 
Mayor Rojas:  One point … 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  … is … 
 
Mayor Rojas:  … six … 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  … $900,000. 
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Councilman Green:  $900,000.  How much of that is jail bill? 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Jail bill.  Principal? 
 
Councilman Green:  Principal and interest. 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Total, oh, 1.067 … 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay.  Okay.  What’s principal?  Over, calculate it over the twenty. 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  Nine hundred and eighty-four thousand dollars, five hundred. 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  But I believe the benefit would be that the City would not pay 2015 and 2016 and start 
the arrangement in 2017, which would free us up this year and next year. 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  So that’s the whole purpose. 
 
Councilman Green:  Well, that’s what I’m saying.  Is it because of the budget constraints that we’re in 
right … 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Right. 
 
Councilman Green:  … now?  Okay. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Yes. 
 
Councilman Green:  What’s to say, what are we doing to try to avoid that in ’17, or are we just going 
to be facing in ’17 … 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Right.  Councilman Green, so for the next two years, the Finance Director will set aside 
monies to apply the payment beginning 2017 moving forward. 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay.  So we will be saving money? 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Yeah. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Yes.  So the proposal we have before you, the Finance Director can go into further 
detail as to how she plans to put monies aside to make that first payment come 2017.  The 
arrangement right now basically releases the City for this year and next year, with the arrangement 
starting in 2017 at half the cost, or even less than half the cost, $45,000 versus $108,000. 
 
Councilman Green:  So the interest rate has dropped then? 
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Ms. Moreno:  Right.  Because the total amount is less. 
 
Councilman Green:  Yeah, okay.  Or the percentage. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Right. 
 
Councilman Green:  Okay.  If you can get me that information, I would appreciate it, … 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Yeah. 
 
Councilman Green:  … please. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Okay. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  And item … 
 
Ms. Moreno:  On the, the, her plan moving forward? 
 
Councilman Green:  Yeah, her plan and the actual numbers. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Okay. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Okay.  The recommendation from the staff is to authorize Interim City Manager to 
proceed with the recommendation for the sale of the property.  I’d like to entertain a motion to the 
recommendation. 
 
Vice-Mayor Patino:  I approve that we go ahead with option number two and, for the sale of the 
library.  It’s just that I can’t read this just because of my diabetes the way it is right now.  So if 
somebody else could read it for me, please. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Authorizing Interim City Manager to proceed with the recommendation for the sale of 
the property is the recommendation. 
 
Motion by Vice-Mayor Patino to approve option number two for the sale of the library.  Seconded by 
Councilman Lopez.  
 
Mayor Rojas:  Any more discussion, any more questions? 
 
Councilman Green:  I’m sorry.  I do have a question.  I mean we just got this.  I mean how, look at it, 
I’m trying to look at the numbers.  I’m trying to look at everything and, yeah. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  It looks good.  I mean I, I’ve read it three or four times, so, and I wouldn’t bring 
something that would burn us. 
 
Ms. Aguirre:  If there’s any questions, Councilman Green, we can certainly sit with you after to go 
through all the details and … 
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Councilman Green:  Yeah, but that’s after the motion’s been done so it wouldn’t matter. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Or, I mean … 
 
Councilman Green:  Yeah, so … 
 
Ms. Moreno:  … however … 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Okay. 
 
Ms. Moreno:  … Council … 
 
Councilman Green:  Yeah, let’s go ahead with the motion. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Okay.   
 
Councilman Green, nay vote.  Motion passed. 
 
 
ITEM #10 – PROCLAMATION: INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ DAY 
 
Ms. Moreno:  Item ten is a proclamation for Mayor Diaz, I’m sorry, Mayor Rojas on the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  Okay.  Are we ready?  Proclamation, whereas the City of South Tucson recognizes 
that the indigenous people of the lands that would later become known as the Americas have 
occupied this land since time immoral and whereas the City of South Tucson recognizes South 
Tucson is built upon the homeland and villages and the indigenous people of this region without 
whom the building of the City would not have been possible, and whereas the City of South Tucson 
has long been inhabited by many descendants of the indigenous people and proud of our diverse 
culture and heritage, as celebrated by our residents of the Tohono O’odham Nation, Pascua Yaqui 
Tribe, and American-Indian heritage, Mexican-Americans and Mexican heritages.  And whereas the 
City of South Tucson values the many contributions made to our community through indigenous 
people, knowledge, labor, technology, science, medicine, philosophy, arts, and the deep culture 
contribution that has substantially shaped the character of the City of South Tucson and, whereas the 
City of South Tucson has responsibility to oppose the systemic racism towards indigenous people in 
the United States, which perpetuates poverty and income inequality and exasperates 
disproportionately health, education, and social stability, and whereas the City of South Tucson 
promotes the closing of the equity gap for indigenous people through policy and practices that reflect 
the experiences of indigenous people, ensure greater access and opportunity and honor our nation’s 
indigenous roots, history, and contributions, and whereas indigenous people that it was first proposed 
in 1977 by delegations of native nations to the United Nations, sponsored international conferences 
on discrimination against indigenous populations in the Americas; whereas Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
represents the following:  the Indigenous People Day and celebrate the thriving culture and positive 
values of the indigenous people of our region; the business organizations and public institutions are 
encouraged to recognize Indigenous Peoples’ Day, the City of South Tucson shall promote the well-
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being and growth of the American-Indians and indigenous communities of the greater Tucson area.  
Indigenous People Day shall be used to reflect upon the ongoing struggle of indigenous people and 
to celebrate the thriving culture and value that our indigenous residents and descendants and other 
indigenous nations add to our community.  The second Monday in October shall be declared as 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day in the City of South Tucson.  Therefore, be it resolved that I, Miguel Rojas, 
Mayor of the City of South Tucson, do hereby proclaim October 12th, 2015, as Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day and encourage residents to honor and celebrate the thriving cultures and positive values of the 
indigenous people of our region and also reflect upon the ongoing struggles of indigenous people.  
Approved by executive order.  Miguel Rojas will sign.  And there it is, Mr. Matus, and the guests.  You 
got your proclamation.  And I will be signing.  Do you have the original?  Mr. Matus, you and your 
group can come and receive it from the City Manager tomorrow, por favor.  Would anybody in the 
group like to address the City Council on the proclamation? 
 
Unknown female:  Thank you so much for taking the time, the trouble, and (inaudible) attention to this 
issue.  We know that it’s a controversial issue and we appreciate all the time that you have put into it.  
And we really appreciate your support and backing.  Like Mr. Matus said earlier, we invite you to join 
us at the old Stardust.  I’m sure everybody knows where that is.  And we’re going to have a dinner, 
speakers, and we would like to invite at least one of you members of the Council, or you, Mr. Mayor, 
to give a talk on how you, how and why you supported us.  If not, that’s okay because we just 
appreciate the support.  Muchas gracias.  
 
Mayor Rojas:  Anybody else? 
 
Mr. Ruiz:  I would just like to say thank you as well to the Mayor and Council.  Thank you so much for 
your consideration.  It’s definitely very reflective of the South Tucson Barrio Libre community.  We 
look around and we see all the beautiful brown faces in our neighborhood and it’s important to, I think 
this is a form of education as well for the upcoming generations.  So we’re very, very appreciative of 
this … 
 
Mayor Rojas:  You forgot … 
 
Mr. Ruiz:  … (inaudible). 
 
Mayor Rojas:  … to introduce yourself. 
 
Mr. Ruiz:  My name is Jesus (inaudible) Ruiz.  And, yeah, thank you very, very much. 
 
Mayor Rojas:  You’re very welcome.  (Inaudible). 
 
Ms. Cardenas:  Muchas gracias.  Josefina Cardenas.  And I would also like to thank you and I’m sure 
we all agree that this is well overdue.  Well overdue and (inaudible) that we have it now, especially for 
our youth, our children, so that way they know their roots and study more their history and culture.  
Gracias.  
 
Mayor Rojas:  Anybody else? 
 
(No response from the audience) 
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Mayor Rojas:  I was going to editorize this and let you know that when I used to go to Pueblo and 
even Safford Middle School, and they used to tell me they were going to celebrate that day, 
sometimes I used to refuse to go to the Social Studies or the History class.  And I would tell the 
teacher, “I’m not going to celebrate that thing.  He didn’t discover me.”  I’ve waited a long time for this 
so thank you very much, and I’m sure all of you are going to, like I said, you’re going to get a copy 
and we’re going to get it ready for you.  And I will definitely attempt to make a visit to your function.  
 
 
ITEM #11 – REPORTS – None at this time. 
 
 
ITEM #12 - ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Councilman Green to adjourn the Regular Meeting.  Seconded by Vice-Mayor Patino.  
Motion passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m.  
 
 
 
     _______________________________________ 
     Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Veronica Moreno, City Clerk 
  
 
CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of the City Council of South Tucson, Arizona, held on the 21st day of September, 2015.  I 
further certify the meeting was duly called and a quorum was present. 
 
Dated this ________ day of ______________________, 2015. 
 
 
 
    _______________________________________ 
    Veronica Moreno, City Clerk 


